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Jaime Duque Park 2, 2004-2005, color photograph, 47 1/4 x 39 6/16".

The main focus of this photographic series by Venezuelan artist Luis Molina-
Pantin can be surmised from the show’s title alone: “An informal study of
the hybrid architecture, vol. 1—The narc-architecture and their contributions
to the community (Cali-Bogota, Colombia).” While human figures never
appear, the artist evokes the ghosts that inhabit the edifices seen in his
photographs. It is no accident that Molina-Pantin calls his subject hybrid
architecture—the description aptly evokes the mysterious and dangerous
presences that infuse and merge with the otherwise earthly monuments and
buildings. The photos depict the Jaime Duque Park, as well as the villas,
palaces, and buildings that sprout with the untamed ease of mushrooms
throughout Bogota and Cali. These were projects commissioned and built in
an unfettered fashion by various Colombian drug-trafficking bosses during
the 1980s and ’90s, their cartels’ golden decades. The language adopted by
the artist could be that of German neo-objectivism, but in the case of this
show, his images do more than just document a singular architectural style
(dictated by a kitschy and heavy-handed South American aesthetic). These
are outright monuments, through which the artist alludes to risky and
unfortunate fragments of a social and cultural history that is difficult to
forget. The aesthetic of shameless luxury—fountains, Moorish castles, and
gilded sphinxes—is epitomized by the archaeology of an era that wounded an
entire nation: absurd evidence that celebrates a past many would like to

erase.

Translated from Italian by Marguerite Shore.



' > X
Laurent

REGEN Marthaler

«V Art Blocks

PROJECTS Contemporary

> X

Artforum Inbox

DCMOORE

GALLERY

Register to receive our full menu of newsletters—From the SIGN UP

Archive, Must See, Video, In Print, Dispatch, and
ArtforumEDU—as well as special offers from Artforum.

MOST READ

INTERVIEWS
ART HISTORY AFTER BLACK STUDIES

FEATURES
STATION TO STATION

FEATURES

m THE ANTI-AESTHETIC AT FORTY

Edited and with an introduction by Hal Foster




— 1

MOST POPULAR
Hollijwood

REPORTER

1.

ABC News Meteorologist Rob Marciano Out at the Network

MRIETY

2. Victoria Justice Shot 'First Ever Sex Scene' on Day One of Filming New Movie and
Thought: 'Really? We're Gonna Schedule This For the First Day?'

RoltingStone
The Results Are In: Kendrick Lamar Won the Great Rap War

billboard
4. Kendrick Lamar Quickly Replies to Drake With Blistering 'Meet the Grahams' Diss
Track: Listen

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE “ >

RoltingStone MRIETY billboard
Alex Lifeson and Geddy Lee David Zaslav Sidesteps Asher HaVon Impresses
Are Playing Rush Songs Paramount Global M&A With Boyz Il Men Cover on

Again — For Their Ears Only Question, Talks NBA Right... ‘The Voice’ Lives



SUBSCRIBE

ARCHIVE

CUSTOMER SERVICE

ARTFORUM

FOLLOW US
X 0 o

NEWSLETTERS

Enter your email address SIGN UP >

By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use and our Privacy Policy. We use vendors
that may also process your information to help provide our services.

— 1
OUR SITES

Artforum is a part of Penske Media Corporation. © 2024 Artforum Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved.



