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NEUTRAL CANVAS: A ST JOHN’S WOOD
HOME BUILT AROUND ART.
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A serendipitous meeting at a birthday party sparked

the collaboration between London

(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/tag/london/)-

based designer Ilya Gulyants (https://www.yellow-

trace.com.au/ilya-gulyants-el-born-studio-baltic-

sea-apartment-renovation/) and contemporary art

advisor Agne Skopaite, resulting in this transforma-

tion of a St John’s Wood apartment

(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/tag/apartment/)

that balances art display with sophisticated living.

The Victorian-era home presented an exciting can-

vas for Gulyants, founder of El Born Studio

(https://www.elbornstudio.com/), who embraced

Skopaite’s vision for a space that would celebrate

her art collection while maintaining strong connec-

tions to natural materials and vintage pieces.

“Agne’s request was simple yet elegant: a neutral

environment that would allow her art collection to

shine, while incorporating natural materials and

vintage elements,” explains Gulyants.

The design approach artfully merges contemporary

interventions with mid-century elements, paying

homage to the building’s Victorian heritage. Oak

timber and marble emerge as principal materials

throughout the space, creating a re�ned foundation

that complements rather than overwhelms the art

collection.

In the living area, considered pieces create com-

pelling visual dialogue—a contemporary side table

converses with a vintage �oor lamp and an antique

coffee table. This mix of periods adds richness

while maintaining visual harmony. The neutral pal-

ette serves as a stage for bold artistic statements,

including a striking ink-on-paper work by Fausto

Gilberti

(https://www.instagram.com/fausto.gilberti/).
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Smart space planning de�nes the kitchen renova-

tion, where a parallel layout maximises lower stor-

age while keeping upper shelves open for glass-

ware display and artwork. This strategy maintains

visual lightness without compromising functionality.

Built-in wardrobes in the bedroom and hallway in-

tegrate seamlessly, preserving the apartment’s

sense of spaciousness.

Waves of

Inspiration:

A Baltic-

Inspired

Urban

Retreat by

Ilya

Gulyants.

In this

apartment,

minimalism

serves as a

philosophy

rather than

mere

aesthetic,

incorporating

natural

textures,

�owing

spaces, and

artisanal

details that

echo the

region's

coastal

beauty.

(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/ilya-gulyants-

el-born-studio-baltic-sea-apartment-renovation/)
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The hallway gallery showcases watercolours by

Harriet Gillet (https://harrietgillett.co.uk/work)

alongside an acrylic canvas by Franklin Evans

(https://www.franklinevans.com/), while the bed-

room features a specially commissioned painting

by Zarina Groevaya

(https://www.instagram.com/zarina.groevaya/).

Each artwork �nds its perfect position within the

thoughtfully crafted spaces.

Every element received precise attention—from

door handles to lighting �xtures—ensuring a cohe-

sive design language. The result is a space that feels

both serene and stimulating, where contemporary

art, natural materials, and vintage pieces achieve a

perfect equilibrium.

This collaboration between designer and client il-

lustrates how clear vision, executed with restraint

and precision, creates spaces that are both person-

al and aesthetically re�ned. The apartment now

functions as a peaceful retreat and a dynamic

gallery space, representing a beautiful intersection

of art and design.

 

This Editorial Placement has been vetted to align

with Yellowtrace’s stringent selection criteria. The

modest contribution we receive for these place-

ments aids in our ongoing commitment to deliver-

ing exceptional quality content. For more informa-

tion or to submit your project for consideration,

head to our contact page

(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/contact/).
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[Images courtesy of Ilya Gulyants (https://www.el-

bornstudio.com/). Editorial styling by Katya

Yakovleva. Photography by Dmitrii Tsyrenshchiko

(https://tsyrenshchikov.co.uk/).]
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(https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?

MID=161768&plid=2657868&setID=440153&channelID=0&CID=953136&banID=522522477&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&rnd=79986

gulyants-st-johns-wood-london-apartment-

renovation%2F&hc=f0e43684121546d5145d8a10c65b4309c367fe4e&location=)

MASTER CERAMIST YOKO OZA70S SOUL MEETS MODERN WHO


(HTTPS://WWW.YELLOWTRACE.COM.AU/SJB

ADAM-HADDOW-PARENTS-HOUSE-
ARARAT-VICTORIA-AUSTRALIAN-

ARCHITECTURE/)

BRICK BY BRICK: SJB’S ADAM HADDOW
DESIGNS A LEGACY HOME FOR HIS

PARENTS IN ARARAT.
(HTTPS://WWW.YELLOWTRACE.COM.AU/SJB

ADAM-HADDOW-PARENTS-HOUSE-
ARARAT-VICTORIA-AUSTRALIAN-

ARCHITECTURE/)
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Neutral Canvas: A St John’s Wood
Home Built Around Art.
(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/ilya-
gulyants-st-johns-wood-london-
apartment-renovation/)
A chance meeting led London-based designer

Ilya Gulyants and contemporary art advisor

Agne Skopaite to transform a St John's Wood

Victorian-era apartment into a sophisticated

living gallery. Natural textures and vintage

pieces create an...

Brick by Brick: SJB’s Adam Haddow
Designs a Legacy Home for his Parents
in Ararat.
(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/sjb-
adam-haddow-parents-house-ararat-
victoria-australian-architecture/)
When you’re a high-pro�le architect and your

parents ask for a new home, you better deliver

something extraordinary! In designing this

house in Ararat, Victoria, SJB director Adam

Haddow didn't just create a downsized space

—he made a...

 (https://www.instagram.com/yellowtrace)


(https://www.linkedin.com/company/yellowtrace)


(https://www.youtube.com/YellowtraceVideos)
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A Fresh Chapter for Pembroke Middle
School’s Dining Hub by Studio Gram.
(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/studio
gram-pembroke-middle-school-social-
hub-renovation-eduation-interiors/)
When Studio Gram took on the challenge of

reimagining Pembroke Middle School's dining

facilities, they created more than just a place

to eat. The revitalised building stands as a

sophisticated social hub that brings together

boarders and...

Curated to Chill: Cologny Holiday
Home in Geneva by Hauvette &
Madani.
(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/hauvet
madani-cologny-geneva-luxury-
holiday-apartment/)
This modern Swiss pied-à-terre overlooking

Lake Geneva becomes a timeless backdrop for

the extensive art and design collection

encased within, focusing on detailed and

skilled craftsmanship. Drawing light and

history from the surrounding...

Architectural Forms Meet Tactile Play
in Bruce Rowe’s Latest Exhibition.
(https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/bruce-
rowe-alter-ceramics-exhibition-
australian-art/)
In his latest exhibition 'Alter', beloved

Melbourne artist Bruce Rowe transforms The

Front Room Gallery with 280 unique ceramic

sculptures arranged in 80 interactive sets.

Opening this December, the show invites

viewers to physically...
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